[Immunologic status of alcoholic patients with pulmonary tuberculosis].
Monoclonal antibodies were used to study the T and B immunity systems in 60 alcoholic patients suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis. The patients with that combined pathology demonstrated marked immunodeficiency as regards the T system and an increase of humoral immunity. It is assumed that one of the main causes of immunodeficiency lies in the blockade of the differentiation of T cells at the stage of T prothymocytes. The rise of the level of humoral immunity is connected to a decline of T suppressors. Administration of thymalin to patients with associated alcoholism and pulmonary tuberculosis was found to be highly effective.